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“A Destiny” 
  
 The other night I watched 
the movie “Forrest Gump” for what I 
think is the hundredth time.  I love 
that movie.  One scene always ech-
oes in my mind after watching 
the movie.  Forrest hears that 
his mother is sick and runs to 
be with her.  As he sits at his 
mother’s bedside she explains 
to him that she is dying.  He 
wants to know why. 
 “Forrest, we all have a 
destiny.”  Mama answers. 
 “Mama, what is my 
destiny?”  questions Forrest. 
 Most people think of 
“destiny” as good fortune, luck or 
providence, but it is more than that.  
Destiny is purpose, vocation, inten-
tion, or call.  Forrest’s mother said, 
“We all have a destiny.”  Do we have 
a destiny?  What is our destiny?  
What is your destiny?  What is my 
destiny? 
 When I think of destiny, I 
think of purpose.  What is my pur-
pose?  What am I to be?  I believe 
each of us has a destiny.  I don’t 
mean a plan already worked out for 
us.  That is predestination and I 
don’t believe that.  But we have a 
destiny, in that we have a purpose. 
And that purpose is to be God’s 
child. Our purpose is to develop a 

relationship with God that is so ex-
citing, so personal, and so wonderful 
that we think about God often in our 
days, we include God in all we do 
and say.  We have a purpose to be a 
people drawn into a relationship 
with God. 

 In the begin-
ning, God created the 
heavens and the earth, 
and put humankind in 
the garden.  God 
talked and walked with 
man and woman until 
the time came when 
God sent them out be-
cause of their behavior. 

It was humankind that broke the re-
lationship.  Humankind went out of 
the garden.  After, when God 
walked in the garden as God was 
used to doing, he was lonely.  He 
created us for relationship and now 
it was missing; it was broken.  Being 
alone wasn’t good enough for God.  
God wanted the relationship with 
man and woman to be on good 
terms again.  He wanted to talk and 
walk with them again, to dance and 
dream with them.  And so, God 
started doing something about it. 
 And that something was Je-
sus Christ.  Paul wrote, “Before the 
foundation of the world, God chose us in 
Christ to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us to be adopted 

through Jesus Christ…”  (Ephesians 1. 
3-4, paraphrase)  Before the world 
was created, God wanted to be with 
people.  We were created to be 
holy.  The relationship was broken, 
but God repaired it through Jesus 
Christ.  God adopted us back!  God 
said, “Let’s try this again.  Let’s be 
together.  Let’s walk and talk to-
gether. God calls us to hear God’s 
voice, to feel God near, to hear, 
“You are mine, you are my child.” 
 Do we have a destiny?  Yes, 
we do.  Our destiny is to live with 
God, to know that God has chosen 
us as his children, that we are for-
given. Our destiny is to live in God 
all the days of our lives, to live in 
God forever.  Make a choice.  
Choose God as your destiny. 
 
See you Sunday!   
 Rev. Donna Dodson 
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YOUTH AND ADULT M INISTRIES - NANCI MABRY 

Notes from Nanci 
 
Yikes, summer went by crazy fast. 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all the adults that helped out this summer.  Without you all, we 
wouldn’t be able to do all the fun things we have been doing!  This has been a crazy summer, we have taken 
2 mission trips, done multiple camps and had a blast on a lake retreat, which the youth earned by collecting 
5 five gallon buckets of sauce packets for Blue Star mothers.  We have also had many outings around town 
and into the surrounding towns. 

In August, we are going to slow down a little bit and focus on school starting and spending time with our 
families.  So watch for emails or the youth calendar upstairs for activities. 

Starting in September, we will begin a new youth program that will be on Wednesday nights.  Watch for 
more information. 

The Sunday night schedule will be the same this year; the only thing that is changing is we will be dividing up 
Jr. and Sr. High.  We will have worship together and games together but will split in 
the middle for age appropriate studies. 

Well, I hope everyone enjoys the remainder of their summer! 

Peace, 

Nanci 

THE MESSENGER 

St Stephen's Family, 

 

Thank you so much for your cards, 

prayers and gifts of food.  The recent 

death of my mother has certainly left an 

empty place in my heart, but I will be 

forever grateful for my church family 

and the outpouring of love and fellow-

ship that I have received.  I am truly 

blessed. 

 

In Christ's love, 

Barbara L. 

& family 
 

DATE LOCATION LEAD 
CAMPER 

August 6-8 Lake of the Arbuckles 
Sulpher, OK 

Hawkins 
Utt 

Sept 3-
Sept 6 

Tulsa District Campground  
Wagoner, OK 

Milburn 

October 
20-24 

Horseshoe Bend 
Beaver Lake, AR 

L. Briggs 
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CHILDREN ’S M INISTRIES -  BECKY PRICE 
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What a great summer we’ve had! Terrific Tuesdays, Kids’ 
Day Out, Vacation Bible School and several camps have kept us 
happy and busy. With only a week or two left for summer 
vacation, it’s now time to get ready for the new school year. 
Check out the events listed below and mark your calendars! 
 

Sunday School’s Awesome August begins August 1. Each 
Sunday during August, children in 1st through 6th grades will 
participate in special activities during the Sunday School hour, 
9:45-10:45 a.m. This would be a great time to invite a friend to 
Sunday School. It is also a good time to get back into the habit of 
attending Sunday School and Worship every week unless you’re 
sick or out of town.  

Sun., August 1: Holy Scavenger Hunt 

Sun., August 8: Bible Games 

Sun., August 15: Blessing our Backpacks & 
Lunch Boxes 

Sun., August 22: Ask Rev. Donna Anything 

Sun., August 29 Movie & a Muffin 
 

Children’s Council will be meeting on Wednesday, August 4 
at 5:30 p.m. in room 141. If you have suggestions for 
Children’s Ministries at St. Stephen’s, please contact Jo Ellen  
or Becky Price. 

 

 
 

Children’s Teachers & Leaders Lunch & Meeting 

On Sunday, August 29, from 12:00 noon to 2:30 p.m., all 
adults who will be working with children this coming school 
year will gather for lunch and a meeting in the Family Life 
Center. We will have time to fellowship, organize, and plan for 
Sunday School, Sunday Night Live, and other events and 
activities for children. Please reserve this date and make it a 
priority to attend.  
 

Following the August 29 Teachers & Leaders meeting, we will 
offer Safe Sanctuaries Training at 2:30 p.m. for anyone 
who will be working with children and youth. We ask everyone 
to update their paperwork and training every year, and we do a 
background check every other year. 

Back-To-School Events  

for Children! 
 

 

Friday, August 27 is the Back-To-School Lock-In for 5th 
and 6th graders! We will start at 7:00 p.m. on Friday and end 
at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday. Bring a friend if you like; they will 
need our Emergency Info Form. Watch for more details 
coming out soon! 

Although these are in September, it’s not too early to reserve 
the dates.  

Friday, September 10 is the Back-To-School Blast for 1st 
and 2nd graders. We have lots of fun planned for that evening 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

Friday, September 17 is the Bible Bonanza for 3rd and 4th 
graders. The 3rd graders will receive their new Bibles on 
Sunday, Sept. 12, so this is a good time to learn how to use 
them. Don’t worry, we’ll have lots of fun in the process. 
We’ll be at the church from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s Weekday Preschool Begins Aug. 23! 

We are looking forward to another great year in the 
preschool. In January, we will have been serving children and 
families in our community for 30 years! 

Teachers will be making appointments on August 16 or 17 for 
home visits in order to meet the children in their classes. 

Wednesday, August 18 parents and children are invited to our 
Open House and Parent Meeting from 6:30-7:30 p.m. The 
children will have some time to play in their new classrooms 
and parents will have a short meeting to find out about the 
school year’s upcoming activities. 

It’s not too late to enroll your child for this next school year. 
We have limited space on some days, so call today! 

For more information about any of the activities in our 
Children’s Ministries or St. Stephen’s Preschool, 
contact Becky Price: 
Phone: 918-455-4202 
E-mail: bprice@ssumcba.org 
Website: http://www.children-ssumcba.org 
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Broken  
Arrow  

Neighbors 
 

 

Crackers 

Day Center  
for the  

Homeless 
 

 

Bandaids, 

Cotton swabs 

Emergency  
Infant  

Services 
 

 

Bottles, pacifiers 

AUGUST OUTREACH ITEMS  

Summer Vacations  
 

While many parishioners have the opportunity to leave for extended periods of time during 

the summer for vacations to get revitalized and refreshed, the church continues to operate 

on a daily basis. Please remember to stay current with your pledges and giving or "pay it 

forward."  Mail your checks to the church office or drop them by Monday through Thurs-

day, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Let’s not struggle financially through the summer! 

 

PROJECT TRANSFORMATION THANKS YOU 

Thank you to everyone who made our part of Project Transformation a great 
success again this year.  Your mission-outreach for God’s little children is appreci-
ated by so many, but none greater than by the little children we read with all 
week.  A special ‘thank you’ goes out to Jessica, Bill, John and Judi who went 
everyday to read.  Also, our thanks to those who participated with the  reading 
each day:  Rita & Roger, Kathy, Susan, Sharon, Carol & Skip, Bev, Carol, Melinda 
& Nikki, Lois, Karen and Sheryl.  We had many who couldn’t read, but helped 
with food for the interns.  They were Mariana, the Bs, the Ss, the Ks, Sandra, 
Betty, the Mcs, the Stans, Judy, Laura, Vera, Helen and Roger.  The interns 
wanted to especially let all these people know how much they enjoyed their 
meals each day.  Thank you also to those who helped out financially. 

We look forward to reading again next year with all of your help.  Project Trans-
formation would not be if it wasn’t for people like you. 



ALL IN THE FAMILY 
JUNE/JULY BIRTHDAYS: 
Chris P. 
Alex P. 
Chris R. 
Michelle W. 
Bob B. 
Bev S’s  
 granddaughter 
Mary S. 
Benjamin, Lee & Lisa  
 S. 
Camden R. 
Tyler E. 
 
 

JUNE/JULY  
ANNIVERSARIES: 
Richard & Sandy M. - 53 
Nick & Melinda J.- 17 
Troy & Mary S. - 19 
Darrell & Shirley S. - 40 
 
 

BIRTHS: 
Nick J’s nephew & wife had a 
baby girl 
 
  

JOYS: 
� Carolyn B’s son has a clean 

bill of health 
� Justin R’s mom has a new job 

and a new house 
� The Youth had a good trip to 

the Boys’ Ranch 
� Families visiting 
� Wonderful 40th Anniversary 

celebration 
� Thanks to Chris & Jeff for 

staying up all night smoking 
the brisket 

� Freedom 
� Tyler E. had a great time at 

CYME camp; thanks for the 
scholarship  

                                    
  

� Mark & Marshall U. had a 
great time in Canada 

� Skip H. is done with doctors 
� Lois L. had a great time with 

her sister in Ohio 
� Project Transformation was 

fun 
� Karen B. will be attending 

her 30th HS reunion this 
month 

� Darrell & Shirley S. had a 
great trip to Alaska for their 
anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOVERING: 
� Bob P’s aunt 
� Cathy S’s daughter 
� Shirley M., Karen B’s 

step-grandmother 
 
 

CONCERNS: 
� Jane C. 
� Bob N. 
� Steve C. 
� The Sledd family 
� Jen P’s friend 
� Bob P’s mother 
� Mary, Joyce B’s sister 
� Travis Y. & family 
� Relative of Val L. 
� Grandson of the Greens 
� Accident victims near        

Lawless’ house 
� C., the Rears’    foster 

child 
� Those traveling 
� Service men and 

women 
� Disaster in the gulf 
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NEW WOMEN’S STUDY: 
 

“Living Beyond Yourself:  Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit” is an 11-week interactive study using video and group dis-
cussion to explore the fruit of the spirit as presented in Galatians 5:22-23.  Participants are lead through each trait 
listed in the fruit and what that looks like in the day-to-day challenges of life. 
 

Classes will begin September 1 and will meet on Wednesday afternoons from 1-3 PM.  Dr. Linda D. will facilitate the 
group.  Cost is $15.00 to purchase the workbook used in the study. 
 

Enrollment ends August 25. 

MEN'S FALL BIBLE STUDY 
  

A men-only Bible study will be conducted by Gordon B. this fall.  This six-session video study based on Lee Strobel's 
book, "The Case For a Creator," invites you to encounter this evidence delivered in a compelling conversational 
style.  Strobel was a spiritual skeptic until 1981. You will join him in reexamining the theories that once led him away 
from God.  Your faith will grow in the light of these astonishing new facts in this study.  It will start the last Sunday 
evening in September, so clear your calendar now and plan to join the class.  

Snack Supper 

The Fellowship Committee is looking for groups and/or classes to sign up to 
help cook and serve snack supper this fall.  Dinner will be at 6:00pm.  Your 
group would need to get here in time to prepare the food, serve the food, then 
clean up afterward.  If you are interested please contact Nanci.  Sunday Night 
Live officially starts on Sunday Sept. 19th. 

Bookworms 

Bookworms will not meet in August, but we’d like to 
restart in September.  Watch this space for an an-
nouncement regarding the time and place, and be think-
ing of ways to reorganize/expand our group and choose 
interesting books to read in the next year. 
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Check ups! 
 

 When was the last time your will had a check-up?  Does it express 
your desires?  Does it include your church which means so much to you?  
Learn more from the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation at 1-800-
259-6863 or www.okumf.org. 

40th Anniversary shirts 

It is not too late to get your anniversary shirt.  The t-
shirts have been reduced to $5.00 each, so come and 
get yours while they last.  We also still have the li-
cense plates for $10.00.  See Nanci for one. 

DeeAnn and John L. have recently joined St. Stephen’s, and they say that they already feel 
welcomed by our friendly congregation.   With a 9-yr-old granddaughter in Florida and a 
19-mth-old grandson in Amarillo, they do some traveling each year and look forward to 
family visits.  John is a native of Texas; DeeAnn grew up near Wichita.  He is a hospice 
minister, while she is a director of a childcare center.  They’re the proud owners of two 
dogs, a Boston Terrier who is 2 years old and a French Bulldog who is 5 months old. 
 
In his spare time, John can be found gardening—mostly flowers and some vegetables.  
DeeAnn’s hobby is antiques.  She especially likes to collect old toys and lunchboxes, which 
decorate her office.  A 1962 Barbie lunch box is one of her favorite treasures!  DeeAnn 
looks forward to joining a handbell choir this fall, and we all look forward to having the 
Lays as fellow members in many SSUMC activities. 
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The 1 – 2 – 3s of selling your land 
 Many people lose thousands of dollars when they transfer property, because they fail to take ad-
vantage of the available tax benefits. 
 The transfer process can seem intimidating, even frightening, but it does not have to be.  Con-
sider involving a charity organization such as the Foundation in the transfer of property.  There are strong 
advantages in taking such a step.  With the right professionals on your side, your property can be put to 
work for you in ways that may be unknown to you. 
 Your choice to include United Methodist causes can mean more support for your church or fa-
vorite ministry’s mission and more money in your pocket. 
 Here are some points to consider. 

Never sell any of your land without investigating charitable opportunities.  Once the 
property is sold, there are few choices available. 
While you may have a buyer “waiting in the wings,”  it is important to not make any 
agreement to sell (oral, written, or understood) until you speak with your attorney. 
Almost all property transactions involve a deed, which is a document filed with the 
county clerk’s office, showing who owns the property and how he or she owns it.  A 
trust arrangement may also be involved.  Either way, your attorney can walk you 
through the steps to make this less complicated. 
Almost all transfers or sale of property (especially farmland) need to be appraised.  The 
Foundation can help you find qualified appraisers or other experts to help establish the 
value of your land, as well as identify any environmental issues. 

 Call the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation at 800-259-6863 or visit them on the web at 
www.okumf.org.  You may also call Gary Parsons at 455-4603. 

It was Wonderful! 
 
Dear St. Stephen’s Staff and Members, 
 Thank you for the wonderful 40th 
Anniversary Celebration—the sermon 
was wonderful; the music was fabulous; 
the dinner was delicious.  But it is the 
Spirit and the Love that I will always re-
member.  Sunday was a very meaning-
ful day, and I shall always remember it.  
Thank you for inviting me. 
 Thanks and love to each of you.  
 
     - Judy P. 

Thank You 
 As Charter Members in attendance, and 
probably speaking the thoughts and feelings of all 
in attendance Saturday and Sunday, this was the 
greatest of Anniversary celebrations. 
 A special thanks and sincere appreciation to 
the Fellowship Committee, Invitation Committee 
and church staff for a memorable weekend that 
won’t be forgotten. 
 Also to Chris R., Victor S., Mark M. and 
Nanci M., the youth and Beverly M. and Jennifer P. 
and many others we failed to mention, thanks for 
the dinner setting and the terrific meals. Also a big 
thank you to Sheryl C. for the band and Sunday’s 
music programs. 
Again our sincere thanks and deep appreciation. 
 - - Helen and Gary P. 



St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church 

Join Us for Worship! 
   8:30 am Worship Service 
   9:45 am Sunday School 
 11:00 am Worship Service 
   6:30 pm  Worship Service 

STAFF: 
DONNA DODSON, SENIOR PASTOR 
SHERYL CORY, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & CARE MINISTRIES 
NANCI MABRY, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & ADULT MINISTRIES 
BECKY PRICE, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  
VICKI COX, TREASURER 
BARBARA PURTELL, ORGANIST 
LAURIE RICHARD, NURSERY COORDINATOR 
JAMES LEONARD, CUSTODIAN 
 

400 WEST NEW ORLEANS ST. 
BROKEN ARROW, OK  74011 
918-455-4202 

September Newsletter Deadline is Noon, August 20th  

Return Service Requested 


